
Wisdom from The Analects
8:17  The Master said, “Study as though you cannot catch up to it, and as though 
you fear you are going to lose it.”

The Seven Wise Virtues Civil Service Examination 

Now that you have spent several days pondering the wisdom of Confucius it is 
time to show your understanding of virtue.  Complete  the three examination 
preparation levels below and you will be well on your way to creating your own 
wise words for others to follow.

District:
Create a list of the seven 
virtues you deem most 
worthy in the spaces 

below:

Provincial:
Define each of your 

chosen virtues in your 
own words AND create a 
symbol for each virtue. 

Palace:
Provide  a relevant and 
personally meaningful 

example for each of your 
chosen virtues.  You 

MUST use at least FOUR 
different types of 

sources. *

* Sources can be: books, poems, songs, interviews, films, quotes or stories from a family 
member or friend, etc.  See me for additional ideas.  YOU MAY ONLY USE TWO 
INTERNET SOURCES AND ALL SOURCES MUST BE DOCUMENTED.  



Once you have completed your examination preparation, you are ready to tackle 
your first, and most important, assignment.  So, here it is:

Create a document (a.k.a wisdom product)  with a page/portion dedicated to each 
of your chosen virtues.  Your wisdom can be in the form of a scroll, book, comic 
strip, journal, sketchbook, recipe box, coupon folder, foldable,  etc.   

On each page provide your definition for the virtue, your symbol for the virtue, 
your  well written personally meaningful example, and your documented source.

Please be creative and thoughtful.  Also, please proofread, edit, and spellcheck so 
your wisdom will be passed down, error free, for generations to come.

Here’s the rubric I will be using to assess your contribution to our School of 
Thought:

Areas of 
Assessment 

 Consistently 
evident 

throughout 
project (3pts)

Somewhat evident 
throughout 

project
(2pts)

Rarely evident 
throughout 

project
(1pts)

Virtues defined with 
symbol

Personal, 
meaningful 
examples provided

Sources 
documented

Correct Spelling, 
Punctuation,  and 
Grammar

Neat, legible/ 
represents your 
best effort

Organized and 
creative

Points Earned

TOTAL EARNED:______________



 


