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Pennsylvania Common Core Standards:
CC.1.3.9-10.A: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.9-10.B: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit 
assumptions and beliefs about a subject.
CC.1.3.9-10.C: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, 
interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
CC.1.3.9-10.D: Determine the point of view of the text and analyze the impact the point 
of view has on the meaning of the text.
CC.1.3.9-10.E: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, 
order events within it and manipulate time create an effect.
CC.1.3.9-10.G: Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different 
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment.

Learning Goals/Measurable Objectives: 
• SWBT demonstrate knowledge of assigned reading by participating in small- and large-
group discussions. 
• SWBT gather concrete evidence from a play and a film to support their descriptions of 
different points of view. 
• SWBT analyze the representation and impact of a mother’s departure at the end of Henrik 
Ibsen’s A Doll’s House and with the mother’s departure at the beginning of the Korean film 
Treeless Mountain. 
• SWBT express opinions on a contemporary issue, disagreeing respectfully with one another 
when necessary, and considering other POV on an issue. 
• SWBT determine and articulate a theme of a text. 

Procedures: 
Note: This lesson should take place after students have read and discussed A Doll’s House and 
watched (but not yet discussed) Treeless Mountain. 
1.  Focus question (on board, when students come into the room):  

Should a mother ever leave her children? 
Students should write in their notebooks for 5 minutes, reflecting on the focus question. 

2.  Warm-up.  Quick Schoology poll: 
• Who is more sympathetic: Nora from A Doll’s House or the mother from Treeless 

Mountain? 
• Who is more sympathetic: The Helmer children from A Doll’s House or Jin and Bin 

from Treeless Mountain? 



 Project results on Smartboard. Let students talk briefly about why they made the choice 
they did. Set the tone for how students are able to identify with/sympathize with each 
mother. 

3.  Brief mini-lesson on Korean industrialization (5 min).  
Tell students about migration from country to cities, impacts on families. Share statistics 
from a reliable source on population, migration, “Miracle on the Han River.” 

4.  Divide class into four groups: 
• Mother (Nora) in A Doll’s House 
• Children in A Doll’s House 
• Mother in Treeless Mountain 
• Children (Jin and Bin) in Treeless Mountain 

Each group will be given the question: Should a mother ever abandon her children? 
They should brainstorm this question, considering the point of view of their assigned 
character(s). 
They should find concrete evidence (at least 3 examples) from their assigned work to 
support their assigned point of view. 
After 10 minutes, ask each group to take a position on the question, either “yes” or “no.” 
Each group should give a summary statement of why they think what they do. Give each 
group a chance to share their perspective and evidence. 

5.  Large group discussion on universal themes. 
Remind students that a theme in a work of literature is a universal truth. 
We can find a theme if we think about a big idea in the text and then consider what the 
author is trying to say about that big idea.  
A big idea found in A Doll’s House is motherhood and the role of a mother. 
A big idea found in Treeless Mountain is also motherhood and the role of a mother. 
What is Ibsen saying about mothers? 
What is Treeless Mountain saying about mothers? 
Students, in discussion, should be able to come up with themes. 
They should be able to say that in A Doll’s House, Ibsen advocates for feminine 
independence. He says that a woman needs to be true to herself first. 
They should be able to say that in Treeless Mountain, modern economy does not allow 
for great possibilities for mothers or children. 

6. End with the question,: why should we care? 
Students should be able to see that ideas about women, motherhood, and feminine 
independence have been considered in literature for a long time and across cultures, and 
these issues are still important—and unresolved—today. 


