The Good Earth-Study Guide Questions

Directions: Answer the following questions ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER using COMPLETE SENTENCES! Failure to follow these directions WILL result in an automatic zero.

Chapters 1 - 4

1. Who is Wang Lung?

2. What do we learn about Wang Lung as we see him making preparations for his wedding 

day?

3. Describe Wang Lung's entrance into the House of Hwang on his wedding day.

4. Who is O-lan? Describe her.

5. What big news did O-lan casually mention to Wang Lung in the field?

6. Under what conditions would O-lan reappear at the House of Hwang?

7. Why did Wang Lung say that O-lan was "a woman such as is not commonly found"?

8. What did Wang Lung do to celebrate the birth of his first son?

9. Why did Wang Lung walk "among his fellows . . . at ease with himself and all"?

Chapters 5 - 9

1. Why were the cakes and the visit to the House of Hwang important?

2. Why did Wang Lung and O-lan loudly claim that their child was a female with smallpox 

and pray for its death?

3. Why did Wang Lung buy the Hwang's land?

4. Of what had Wang Lung's Hwang parcel of land become a symbol?

5. What was Wang Lung's reaction to O-lan's announcement of her second pregnancy?

 Why?

6. How was the delivery and acceptance of the second boy different from the first?

7. Why did Wang Lung's uncle and uncle's wife have an "evil destiny"?

8. Why did Wang Lung give money to his uncle?

9. What made Wang Lung sad?

10. "He would, he told himself, in spite of gods and drought, do that which he had 

determined." What did Wang Lung do?

11. Why did O-lan kill the ox?

12. Who was responsible for the raid on Wang Lung's house?

13. Why did Wang Lung's purchase of land turn out to be a good thing?

14. How did Wang Lung show his anger to the gods?

15. Why did Wang Lung want to go south?

16. How did Wang Lung's new-born child die? Why?

17. Again, Wang Lung's uncle is shown to be a shady character. What two new pieces of 

evidence for this are we given in Chapter 9?

18. How did Wang Lung and O-lan get the money to go south?

Chapters 10 - 14

1. How did they travel south even though they were so weak?

2. Who helped Wang Lung know what to do in the city?

3. Why did Wang Lung's father not beg?

4. How did Pearl Buck aptly describe Wang Lung's life in the city?

5. What did Wang Lung learn from taking the American woman as a fare?

6. Why would Wang Lung not eat the meat?

7. Selling a female child into slavery was a commonly accepted means of survival for the 

poor. Why didn't Wang Lung sell his baby girl?

8. What was "over the wall"?

9. How was Wang Lung different from the other poor men around him?

10. What difference between Wang Lung and the crowd does Wang Lung's innocent 
question, "Sir, is there any way whereby the rich who oppress us can make it rain so

that I can work on the land" show us?

11. Why were soldiers arresting the poor men?

12. How did Wang Lung escape the soldiers?

13. What gave Wang Lung the idea of taking money?

14. Why did Wang Lung take the money?

Chapters 15-19

1. What did Wang Lung buy with his money?

2. Who ruined Wang Lung's house while he was away?

3. What did O-lan have hidden in cloth?

4. With whom did Wang Lung strike a bargain for Hwang's land? Why?

5. What changes did Wang Lung make after purchasing the Hwang land?

6. What was wrong with Wang Lung's eldest girl?

7. Why did Wang Lung send his sons to school?

8. What change occurred in Wang Lung in the seventh year of his prosperity?

9. What gave Wang Lung the courage to ask for Lotus?

10. What sickness did Wang Lung get?

11. What did O-lan say when Wang Lung came home without his braid?

Chapters 20 - 23

1. Who negotiated the bringing of Lotus into Wang Lung's house?

2. Why did Wang Lung leave O-lan alone?

3. What was O-lan's reaction to Lotus?

4. Why was there trouble between O-lan and Cuckoo?

5. Why didn't Wang Lung want Lotus to be friends with his uncle's wife?

6. What finally made Wang Lung angry with Lotus?

7. What healed Wang Lung's sickness?

8. Why did Wang Lung keep Lotus after he no longer had a sickness for her?

9. What explanation did O-lan give for the eldest son's behavior?

10. How did Wang Lung propose to control his son?

11. For what advice did Wang Lung go to Lotus?

12. Who arranged the marriage of the eldest son? Why?

13. Why did Wang Lung go to see Yang?

14. Why did Wang Lung want his uncle, nephew and uncle's wife out of the house?

15. Why did Wang Lung allow his uncle's family to stay?

Chapters 24 - 27

1. Why did Wang Lung send his eldest son away to school?

2. On what business did Wang Lung go to see the merchant?

3. What was his daughter's reply when Wang Lung asked her why she wept?

4. After his children were betrothed, how did Wang Lung's opinion (view) of O-lan change?

5. What was the doctor's verdict?

6. What were O-lan's final words to Cuckoo?

7. What were O-lan's wishes? Were they carried out?

8. By what means did Wang Lung and his son decide to make the uncle's family less of a

nuisance?

9. Why did Wang Lung send his daughter to the home of her future husband?

Chapters 28 - 30

1. What effect did the great flood have on Wang Lung's fortunes?

2. Why did the eldest son suggest moving to the Hwang home?

3. What kind of a wife did Wang Lung's second son want?

4. Where did Wang Lung's nephew go?

5. Who moved first to the House of Hwang?

6. When did the rest of the family move to the Hwang house?

7. Why did the eldest son want to decorate the house so well?

8. What was the second son's reaction to the eldest son's spending?

9. What promise did Wang Lung make to his uncle's wife?

Chapters 31 - 34

1. Who came to stay at Wang Lung's Hwang house?

2. What problem did the nephew cause at the Hwang house?

3. What did the nephew leave behind?

4. What promise did Wang Lung make and keep to the nephew's slave woman?

5. Where did Wang Lung's third son want to go?

6. How did Wang Lung try to satisfy the third son?

7. How did Wang Lung satisfy Lotus when he took Pear Blossom?

8. How did each of Wang Lung's sons react to Wang Lung's having Pear Blossom?

9. Why did the third son leave?

10. What promise did Pear Blossom make to Wang Lung?

11. Where did Wang Lung go to die and who went with him?

12. What would the two remaining sons do after Wang Lung died?
