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Unit Title:  
Learning about Korean History and Culture Through Children’s Literature 
 
Unit Abstract:  
In these three library lessons designed for grade levels PreKindergarten through Fifth grade, 
students will gain a better understanding of Korean history and culture through children’s 
literature, specifically, three titles by Korean author Linda Sue Park: Bee-bim Bop!, The 
Firekeeper’s Son, and A Single Shard.  The rhyming picture book Bee-bim Bop! will introduce 
students in grades PreK-1st to a popular Korean dish with the same name, which means “mixed-
up rice.”  The Firekeeper’s Son introduces to students in grades 2nd-4th the bonfire signal system 
that was used in Korea during the early 1800s.  A Single Shard is a longer work of fiction 
focusing on 12th century Korea and the development of the famed celadon pottery created there.  
The book will be read with fifth grade students, and a simulation experience will conclude the 
unit, with students gaining an understanding of the master/apprentice practice of this time period. 
 
Content Standards:  
-Using information from illustrations to gain an understanding of characters, setting, and plot 
-Name the author of the story and define his/her role in telling the story 
-Identify personal connections to the texts 
 
Content Area(s: 
Library/Language Arts/Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop 
 
Targeted Grades:  
PK-5th grade 
 
How Will This Unit Be Integrated into Your Curriculum:   
As a librarian, my goal is to introduce students to a wide variety of literature.  I do this for a 
number of reasons: to help them self-select books for themselves from the library shelves, to 
complete an author study or prepare them for an author visit, to enrich an already-existing unit of 
study happening in the classroom, and to complement discussions and topics that come up during 
the school year.  I see these lessons functioning in several ways in my curriculum, all of which 
help meet those goals.  Since all of the texts are by author Linda Sue Park, this would be an 
excellent way to do an author study across all grade levels.  Additionally, the third grade class in 
my school does a comprehensive study of East Asian culture in the spring every year, so this 
would be a good pairing to that unit.  Finally, because our school is so small, it is very noticeable 
when new students arrive.  This year we had the addition of two new Korean students who enjoy 
sharing parts of their culture with the rest of the students.  I see these lessons (especially Bee-bim 
Bop!) as an effective way to allow these students to share with the rest of the class various parts 
of their lives back in Korea.  Therefore, I would introduce these books to students in each grade 
level during my weekly library class, followed by extension activities in the classroom. 



 
Time of Implementation (how and when will the unit be implemented):   
If I was doing an author study in preparation for a visit, I would do these lessons in 
January/February, as our visit usually takes places in March.  This would also work well with the 
timeline of the third grade unit on East Asian culture, which occurs around this time.  However, 
these lessons could really occur at any point during the school year and still fulfill the goals I 
mentioned above. 
 
Big Ideas:   
-Students will understand that while elements of Korean history or culture may be unfamiliar to 
them, certain themes will still resonate with their own lives: meal preparation, family bonding, 
choosing between your wants and the wants of your family or community, fulfilling a duty, 
consequences of your actions, respecting your elders, patience. 
-Students will understand that an author’s cultural background often shapes his or her work. 
   
Essential Questions (Do these questions reflect the core idea as judged by experts in the discipline):  
-Lesson 1: What dishes does your family prepare at home?  What cultural traditions does your 
family practice? 
-Lesson 2: In our culture today, how do we “signal” each other with important news?  What 
duties are you required to complete every day?   
-Lesson 3: Is there an American practice that echoes the celadon pottery-making experience?  
How do we learn a skill today?   
 
Lessons (3-4 smaller lessons that are integral to the unit and lead to the realization of big ideas): 
[these can be outlined here in this file, and the full lesson plans included as separate documents] 
-Lesson 1: Bee-bim Bop! by Linda Sue Park will be read and discussed with students in grades 
PreKindergarten through 1st.   
-Lesson 2: The Firekeeper’s Son by Linda Sue Park will be read and discussed with students in 
grades 2nd through 4th.   
-Lesson 3: A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park will be read and discussed with students in 5th 
grade.   
 
Culminating Lesson/Activity (the final lesson/activity that ties all lessons together): 
-Bee-bim Bop!: An extension activity includes a recipe swap with recipes from students’ own 
families and cultures.  
-The Firekeeper’s Son: An extension activity includes an art project involving our modern 
methods of signaling to someone that “all is well.” 
-A Single Shard: A culminating activity includes simulating a master/apprentice experience with 
sculpting clay on a pottery wheel. 
 
 
Assessment:  What evidence of learning will you accept?   
To answer this question, I will refer back to my previously stated goals as a PK-5th grade 
librarian:  
-To help students self-select books for themselves from the library shelves: After completing 
these lessons, my hope is that students will think more critically about the books they select to 
read.  Many times students will choose other books by the same author after an author study, or 
books that focus on the same culture, and this I consider evidence of learning.  But more broadly, 



I would want them to feel comfortable choosing books that may lie outside of their comfort 
zones, and to reach for more diverse books to learn about experience vastly different from their 
own. 
-To prepare students for an author’s study or visit, to enrich an already-existing unit of study 
happening in their classroom: In the case of an author’s visit, student interest and questions will 
be evidence of learning.  To add another level of understanding to an already-existing unit of 
study in the classroom would be the goal in doing these lessons.  The hope would be to form 
connections for students to connect with personally and in their classroom work. 
-To add to discussions and topics that come up during the year, especially in the school culture 
itself: During the school year, there are multiple opportunities that arise when talking about 
cultural differences becomes important.  For example, for two weeks every year our school hosts 
approximately fifteen students and their teachers from the Peking University Elementary School 
(PUES) in Beijing.  Learning more about their culture before, during, and after this visit is an 
important part of our job as teachers and students.  These lessons, although based on Korean 
history and culture, will ultimately help to foster a culturally-sensitive school culture.  
Furthermore, the addition of new students from different backgrounds, like our two Korean 
students this year, demonstrates the need for a better understanding of cultures that are different 
from ours.  A willingness to embrace these differences is an important evidence of learning.  
 
Resources Needed (please list titles of books, films, curriculum units, and website addresses): 
Books by Linda Sue Park: 
Bee-bim Bop! 
The Firekeeper’s Son 
A Single Shard. 
 
An explanation of how the seminar helped you develop the plan: 
In the ten sessions of the NCTA seminar, it is impossible to learn everything these is to know 
about East Asian culture.  That is why, per the syllabus, the sessions focus on encouraging 
“teaching and learning about East Asia in World History, Geography, Social Studies, Art, and 
World Literature.”  It positions teachers to “help foster a place for East Asia” in their schools.  
The seminar does this in a short period of time through experienced guest speakers, group 
discussions, food, the art of origami, literature excerpts, and much, much more.  As a PK-5 
librarian, I am in the same position of having to disseminate a wealth of information in a short 
amount of time, and I believe one of the best ways I can do this is through children’s literature.  
Linda Sue Park’s books are an effective way to share Korean culture and historical information 
with my students.  This seminar helped me clarify my position on the importance of texts such as 
these, and gave me sufficient background knowledge to choose appropriate resources to use and 
share in my own library.  I feel better prepared to add similar texts to my collection, and 
subsequently teach with these books during my classes.   
 


