The Good Earth
Pre-Reading Questions

Please answer using complete sentences.

The Good Earth Demystifying the East
1. Summarize the first paragraph. What is the novel about?

2. What was happening in the United States during the time the novel appeared?

3. What did most people believe about China at the time?

4. What aspects of the Chinese Culture were demystified by the novel?

5. Why, according to the introduction, does the novel endure (stay relevant)?

The Life and Work of Pearl Buck

6. Why was Buck considered a “woman of two worlds”?

7. Describe her family.

8. What is the Boxer Uprising?

9. Outline major events in Buck’s life.  (Include at least 10 events.)

Historical and Literary Context of The Good Earth

10. What is the setting for the novel?

11. What did the “Unequal Treaties” enforce?

12. What happened during the Boxer Uprising?

13. What was the result of the Uprising?

14. Why was the country in turmoil after the fall of the Qing Dynasty?

15. What happened during the Northern Expedition?

16. Why didn’t the main character, Wang Lung, react little to the wars mentioned in the novel?

17. How was living in a rural area different from living in the city during the time of the turmoil.?

Realism, Naturalism and the Chinese Literary Tradition

18. Why isn’t The Good Earth considered an American novel?

19. What is literary realism?

20. How does Literary realism affect…

a. characters?

b. plot?

c. Style?

21. What is naturalism?

22. What is the difference between realistic and naturalistic novels?
23. Why isn’t the novel considered naturalist?

24. How was Buck’s style influenced by the years she spent in China?

25. What other questions do you have about China during this time period, the novel, or the author?
