
Red Scarf Girl 

Reading Guide & Questions

Page references are made for the 2008 paperback version of the book.  

Please feel free to alter and amend however you may see fit to help your class get the most out of this book.  

Page 3

Mao’s Motto:  “Study hard & advance everyday”  How does this motto inspire the 

youth in Ji-li’s classroom? 

Page 4

People’s Liberation Army:  What is the image of the ideal Liberation Army 


soldier?

Page 18
Bubbles imagery:  What do these bubbles represent?  Why?

Page 21
Destruction of fourolds:  What is the purpose of destroying the fourolds?

Page 24
Shops:  What is the purpose of renaming these shops?

Page 28
Red Scarves:  What is the function of these scarves?  Why is this symbol chosen 


as the title for the book?

Page 30
Dress Code:  What roles do the dress code & its enforcers serve in helping to 


achieve the goals of the Cultural Revolution?

Page 35
Newspapers:  How was the media used to promote the Cultural Revolution?

Page 38
What did the government say was wrong with the education system?  Why?

Page 41
Competition:  Does this story about working class students apply to American 


student today?  What about the idea of students competing for grades?  Why, to 


what extent, or why not?


Page 43
Teachers:  Why would the government say that teachers “intend to ruin our health 


and corrupt our minds”?  

Page 49
Da-Zi-Bao:  What roles does the students’ da-zi-bao serve?

Page 51
Lies:  Why do other student spread these lies about Ji-li?

Pages 57-58
Class status:  Why is class status so important?  What value is the past if the past 


is what is being destroyed?

Page 63
Challenges:  At this point of the story, what things live she can control?  What 


things are out of her control? 

Page 65
Red Successors:  Why is there a push for some people to remold their ideology?

Page 66
Quote:  Mao’s said:  “In a class society everyone is part of a particular class, and 


every kind of thinking, without exception, is stamped with the brand of a 



particular class.“  How does this apply to American society today?

Page 75
Images:  What sort of imagery does the author use to  show how she feels?

Page 80
Metaphors:  Why does the media use the image of a plant to explain the purpose 


for destroying the four olds?

Page 97
Tradition:  What could you compare in your life to the destruction of Ji-li’s family 

costumes? 

Page 101
Imagery:  Compare and contrast how the government is using colors as symbols in 

naming the Five Black Categories to the Precious Red Book.

Page 104
Selflessness:  Why were personal matters set aside for the Revolution?  

Page 107
Dream:  Why, after all that has already happened, does Ji-li still dream of seeing 


Chairman Mao? 

Page 108
Forgiveness:  Why does Ji-li believe that her class status  should be forgiven?

Page 114
Death:  Why was suicide seen as a crime?  How did the manner of death change 


the funeral procession?

Page 121
Images:  What image does Ji-li have of a landlord’s wife?  Why does she have 


these pictures in her mind?  Why does her grandma not fit these images?

Page 122
Tradition:  Compare the custom of foot binding to the constraints imposed by the 


Cultural Revolution.

Page 123
Photos;  Why must these pictures be burnt?   Who does it affect more--Ji-li or her 


grandma?  Why?  

Page 126
Inconsistencies:  What are the costs and benefits of being a black?  What about if 


you were a red?

Page 138
Privacy:  Why isn’t home a private place anymore?  

Page 141
Abuse:  What are some of the examples of how the Cultural Revolution followed 


Ji-li wherever she went? 

Page 14, 151, 153
Decisions:  How does the Cultural Revolution change parent/child 



relationships?

Page 155
The Future:  What hope does fortune telling provide?  Why risk this behavior?  


Personalities in handwriting and voice

Page 161, 162
Revolution:  What are the educational goals of Ji-li’s school?  What purpose does 


combining “education with practical experience” serve during the Cultural 


Revolution?  What could be some of the potential costs of this philosophy?

Page 165
Respect:  How has the meaning of respect changed throughout this story?  What 


items/people have had Ji-li’s respect?  Why?  Who has lost her respect?  Why?

Page 166
Benediction:  What is the purpose of this morning ritual?


Page 171
Fear:  Why does Ji-li fear praise? How is this different from the start of the book?

Page 175
Costs:  What would be the costs if members of Ji-li’s family were to confess?  


Would they be lying?

Page 185
Struggle:  Explain the pressure for people to confess.  What purpose do 



confessions serve?  What are the costs?  What are the benefits?

Page 190
Child of the Revolution: How is life in New China different from life in Old 


China?

Page 205
Bonds:  How and why has a friendship developed between these two girls?  What 


do they have in common?  How are they still quite different? Are they more like 


sisters or friends?

Page 207
Allah:  Compare the role of Allah on pages 155 and 207.  What does Ji-li believe 


about Allah’s powers?

Page 213
Key:  Explain the quote:  “Class struggle is the key.”  If this is true, then explain 


why the new class struggle (black vs. red) is created.

Page 215
Names:  What would be the costs/benefits of Ji-li changing her name?  What 


would you do in such a position?

Page 217
Selfishness:  In what ways has Ji-li been selfish?  How and why is her idea of her 


mother changing?

Page 219
Pride:  How would Ji-li prove herself
now?  How does the exhibit on a landlord 


affect Ji-li’s self-image?

Page 221
Power:  Why is the exhibit seen as “a very powerful weapon”?

Page 233
Washed:  Why is hard labor viewed as a way of cleansing society?

Page 239
Work:  Describe a day in the life of a rice paddy worker.

Page 259
Despair:  Why does Ji-li feel like giving up?

Page 261
Responsibilities:  What were Ji-li’s worries now?  How is this different from the 


beginning of the story?  How did Ji-li lose her childhood?

Page 262
Family:  What responsibilties and promises now define Ji-li’s life?   Who was “. . . 

too precious to forget, too rare to replace“ and why?


