Painful Memories for China’s Footbinding Survivors

Directions: Please read the article and answer the following questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES!

1. Why does the author start with a discussion of how women suffer from beauty?

2. How many years ago was footbinding banned?

3. Why do women bind their feet at such a young age?

4. Explain Wang’s arranged marriage. Was it a good or bad marriage? Why?

5. Why were women with bound feet continually shunned?

6. Why is Liuyicun unique when it comes to footbinding?

7. What happened to Zhou’s wealth?

8. What did footbinding symbolize in the past?

9. Why does Zhou regret binding her feet?

10. Why did the women’s feet always stink?

11. How does Wang ultimately feel about her feet?

12. How have these women coped with having bound feet?

13. How did outsiders treat the women?

14. What is the legend of the origin of footbinding?

15. What is the actual history of the origin of footbinding?

16. Which story do you find to be the most interesting? Why?

17. What attempts were made to ban the practice of footbinding?

18. What were the consequences if women were caught with bound feet after 1912?

19. Why do you think women continued to bind their feet even when it was outlawed?

20. Why was appearance so important to Chinese women?

21. Why do scholars now say footbinding deepen female subjugation?

22. Why did footbinding cause women to have tragic lives in Liuyicun?

23. What is the impact of ending the article with the quote by Yang?

24. Based on your understanding of this article, do you think women in China have the same rights as men? Why or why not?

