The Good Earth

Group Discussion Questions

Chapters 10-14

Directions: As a group, record the answers to your discussion of the following questions on A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER—(Failure to write on another piece of paper will result in an automatic zero . You will be graded on answering each part of the questions, the thoroughness of the answer, providing specific examples that help answer each question and overall group participation. 

1. Explain the family trip from Anhwei and Kiangsu. How does the family get there? What advice was given to Wang Lung on the trip? Why was Wang Lung and his family forced to move to the city? 

2. Discuss the transition the family makes from the country to the city. What parts of their lives changes once they move to the city, and what part stays the same? What do you find interesting about Wang Lung’s impressions of city life? Why do you think it’s so important to him to “get back to the land?” Include specific examples to support your answer. 

3. We learn many new things about O-lan’s past in these chapters. Give at least three specific examples of important things she reveals in these chapters. What do each of these events this say about her?

4. What do you think of the dilemma O-lan initiates in suggesting they sell their daughter for a change to go back to their home? What is Wang Lung’s response to O-lan? What does this part of the story say about the Chinese traditions?

5. How are women valued in China during this time period? Give at least three examples from this chapter to support your answer and explain how each proves a woman’s worth. 

6. Discuss the turmoil in the city, the “strange talk about” that implies that there is civil unrest. What do you think of the tumultuous life Wang Lung and his family lead? How does this life make Wang Lung appreciate country life? 

