	Lesson: Animal Writing Project                                                                                                                                       Grade Level(s): 2, 3 & 4

Subject: Language Arts 

	Overview and Purpose: Students will develop original narrative based upon a transformational story, Kogi’s Mysterious Journey.

	Standards: CC.1.4.4.M, CC.1.4.5.M Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events. CC.1.4.4.N Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters. CC.1.4.5.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations; use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. CC.1.4.4.P Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally, using a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events; provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences and events. CC.1.4.5.Q Write with an awareness of style. Use sentences of  varying length. Expand, combine,  and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. CC.1.4.5.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, applying grade-level reading standards for literature and informational texts. CC.1.4.5.T With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. CC.1.4.5.U With some guidance and support, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.

	Objective: The students will write an original narrative based on the story Kogi’s Mysterious Journey, using the research they performed on various animals native to Japan and on the conservation list. They will develop a fable/folk tale-style narrative that describes their animal, its habitat and their own transformation into that animal, as well as how they feel, what they do and see in the transformed state.  
	Materials & Resources: 

Research Collection Packet
Projector/Laptop/Pecha Kucha

Paper & pencils

Editing Checklist

Laptops

	Cognitive Level(s): Comprehension, Application, Analysis & Synthesis
	

	Intelligences: Verbal-Linguistic, Intrapersonal, Naturalist, Existential
	

	Anticipatory Set: Teacher will remind the students about Kogi and his transformation. She will ask the students if they can think of any other stories that involve transformation. The teacher will share with the students that these stories are ancient and have been told for centuries…i.e. Franz Kafka’s, Metamorphosis (Man to insect), Robert Louis Stevenson’s, Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Lewis Carroll’s, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Alice transforms in size several times – the story is of her growing-up), Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont’s, Beauty and the Beast/La Belle et la Bête (Man to beast and back again). The teacher will show the students examples of these transformations using a Pecha Kucha format.

	Activity: The teacher will inform the students that they will be using the facts/information they collected using their Research Collection Packets to develop an original narrative based on a transformation, as the one in Kogi’s Mysterious Journey. They have the main characters (themselves and their animals) and the setting. They will also have to develop a three of four-sentence plot. The students will begin by developing a rough draft of their narratives. They will go through the editing process using peer editing and revision and teacher-student editing and revision. The final versions will be published using Google Docs.

	Closure: Have students share their brief plots. Alternate closure activities: Exit Tickets, Minute Paper, Quick Write, Muddiest Point, Self Assessment, Teacher observation


